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Part 43 – MAINTENANCE, PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE, REBUILDING, AND 
ALTERATION (Excerpts) 
 
43.3 Persons authorized to perform maintenance preventive maintenance, 
rebuilding, and alterations.  
 

[(a) Except as provided in this section and §43.17, no person may 
maintain, rebuild, alter, or perform preventive maintenance on an 
aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or component 
part to which this Part applies.] Those items, the performance of which 
is a major alteration, a major repair, or preventive maintenance, are 
listed in Appendix A. 
(b) The holder of a mechanic certificate may perform maintenance, 
preventive maintenance, and alterations as provided in Part 65. 
(c) The holder of a repairman certificate may perform maintenance and 
preventive maintenance as provided in Part 65. 
(d) A person working under the supervision of a holder of a mechanic or 
repairman certificate may perform the maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, and alterations that his supervisor is authorized to 
perform, if the supervisor personally observes the work being done to 
the extent necessary to ensure that it is being done properly and if the 
supervisor is readily available, in person, for consultation. [However, 
this paragraph does not authorize the performance of any inspection 
required by Part 91 or Part 125 of this chapter or any inspection 
performed after a major repair or alteration.]  
 
(g) The holder of a pilot certificate issued under Part 61 may perform 
preventive maintenance on any aircraft owned or operated by that pilot 
which is not used under Part 121, 127, 129 or 135. 
 

43.5 Approval for return to service after maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, rebuilding, or alteration. 
 

No person may approve for return to service any aircraft, airframe, 
aircraft engine, propeller, or appliance, that has undergone 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, rebuilding, or alteration unless- 
(a) The maintenance record entry required by §43.9 or §43.11, as 
appropriate, has been made; 
 

43.7 Persons authorized to approve aircraft, airframes, aircraft engines, 
propellers, appliances, or component parts for return to service after 
maintenance, preventive maintenance, rebuilding, or alteration. 
 

(f) A person holding at least a private pilot certificate may approve an 
aircraft for return to service after performing  preventive maintenance 
under the provisions of §43.3(g). 
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43.9 Content, form, and disposition of maintenance, preventive 
maintenance, rebuilding, and alteration records (except inspections 
performed in accordance with Part 91, Part 123, Part 125, §135.11(a)(1), 
and §135.419 of this chapter). 
 

(a) Maintenance record entries. Except as provided in paragraphs (b) 
and (c) of this section, each person who maintains, performs preventive 
maintenance, rebuilds, or alters an aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, 
propeller, appliance, or component part shall make an entry in the 
maintenance record of that equipment containing the following 
information: 

(1) A description (or reference to data acceptable to the 
Administrator) of work performed. 
(2) The date of completion of the work performed. 
(3) The name of the person performing the work if other than the 
person specified in paragraph (a)(4) of this section. 
(4) If the work performed on the aircraft, airframe, aircraft 
engine, propeller, appliance, or component part has been 
performed satisfactorily, the signature, certificate number, and 
kind of certificate held by the person approving the work. The 
signature constitutes the approval for return to service only for 
the work performed. 
In addition to the entry required by this paragraph, major repairs 
and major alterations shall be entered on a form, and the form 
disposed of, in the manner prescribed in Appendix B, by the 
person performing the work. 
 

43.11 [Content, form, and disposition of records for inspections conducted 
under Pars 91, and 125 and §§135.411(a)(1) and 135.419 of  this chapter.] 
 

(a) Maintenance record entries. The person approving or disapproving 
for return to service an aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, 
appliance, or component part after any inspection performed in 
accordance with Part 91, 123, 125, §135.411(a)(1), §135.419 shall make 
an entry in the maintenance record of that equipment containing the 
following information: 

(1) The type of inspection and a brief description of the extent of 
the inspection. 
(2) The date of the inspection and aircraft total time in service. 
(3) The signature, the certificate number, and kind of certificate 
held by the person approving or disapproving for return to service 
the aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, 
component part, or portions thereof. 
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43.13 Performance rules (general). 
 

(b) Each person maintaining or altering, or performing preventive 
maintenance, shall do that work in such a manner and use materials of 
such a quality, that the condition of the aircraft, airframe, aircraft 
engine, propeller, or appliance worked on will be at least equal to its 
original or properly altered condition (with regard to aerodynamic 
function, structural strength, resistance to vibration and deterioration, 
and other qualities affecting airworthiness). 
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